
 

NELLY’S BASEBALL SERVICE  
As you know, 2023 is bringing some big changes to major league baseball; no shifts, bigger bases, a pitch clock, and limited 
pickoff attempts. At Nelly’s, we are making some changes in how we look at baseball season as well. While our long term MLB 
results have been successful we are coming off a two-year run of mediocre and stale results, with an ultra-conservative 
approach featuring mostly totals and few top plays. We will look to get back to multi-season run of great success we had in the 
late 2010s and to complement the decades of experience, we are harnessing the power of big data, artificial intelligence, and 
machine learning to bring you better potential returns. Since the publication of Moneyball 20 years ago, baseball teams have 
been exponentially increasing their capability in analytics to gain an edge; our ability to incorporate some of those similar tools 
has been growing as well.  
 

For the 2023 season, Nelly’s has developed a predictive machine learning model trained on over 40,000 games since 2000.  
The sharpest of you will note that over 50,000 games have been played since in the last 22 years and may be asking why we 
didn’t used those. These additional 10,000 games were used to test the model; obviously, we feel encouraged by the results 
and are confident it will complement the past successful track record we’ve had with our MLB service.    
 

The graph below shows the model’s test results. 

 
 
As mentioned earlier, we tested the model on 10,000 random games over a 22-year span.  Each game had a payout based on 
the odds of that game; the amounts of those payouts are grouped in $50 increments on the horizontal axis. The vertical axis 
shows the number of winners in each payout group.  For example, the model would have won between $50-$100 on a $100 
bet 2927 times.  The model’s overall accuracy was over 66% and would have delivered over 2500 units over that period.   
 

In addition to using sophisticated, cutting-edge modeling techniques with fancy-sounding names like Extreme Gradient Boost, 
Nelly’s brings a deep understanding of baseball and what wins games. No longer are we using things like RBIs, batting 
average, and ERA to determine how good a team is as baseball followers used commonly decades ago. We’ve incorporated 
the improvements in technology and data to incorporate more process rather result based metrics like hard-hit rate, weighted 
on base average, wins above replacement, O-Swing rate, Pythagorean record, and Log 5 in both recent games as well as 
season to date. This approach will allow us to identify the true talent of teams to find an edge for you.  
 

We are confident this will result in more consistent returns, more top play opportunities, and better overall profits in 2023. 
Please consider joining Nelly’s for the 2023 MLB season, at our usual well-below market average rates.  
 

OPENING DAY IS MARCH 30 
SIGN UP FOR NELLY’S FULL MLB SEASON - $699 

ALL STAR BREAK PACKAGE - $399  
 

1-800-336-3559 – www.nellysports.com

2023 BASEBALL PREVIEW 

 



NL EAST 
Atlanta Braves  96½ 
2022 101-61 +$340 
2021 88-73 -$139 
2020 35-25 +$208 
2019 97-65 +$1,362 
2018 90-72 +$1,803 
2017 72-80 -$411 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
L Max Fried  5.0  8.26 2.70 
R Spencer Strider  4.9 13.81 1.83 
R Charlie Morton  1.5 10.73 4.26 
R Kyle Wright  2.9  8.68 3.58 
L Jared Shuster  NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
 
New York Mets  94½ 
2022 101-61  +$1,195 
2021 77-85 -$2,410 
2020  26-34 -$1,246 
2019 86-76 -$299 
2018 77-85 -$589 
2017 70-92 -$3,004 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Justin Verlander  6.1  9.51 2.49 
R Max Scherzer  4.4 10.71 2.62 
R Kodai Senga NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
R Carlos Carrasco   2.4  9.00 3.53 
L David Peterson  1.4  10.73 3.64 
 
Philadelphia Phillies  89½ 
2022 87-75 -$305 
2021  82-80 -$417 
2020 28-32 -$859 
2019 81-81  -$677 
2018  80-82 -$785 
2017 66-96 -$1,179 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Aaron Nola  6.3 10.32 2.58 
R Zack Wheeler  4.1  9.59 2.89 
R Taijuan Walker  2.5  7.55 3.65 
L Ranger Suarez   2.3  7.47 3.87 
L Bailey Falter  0.6  7.93 4.65 
 
Miami Marlins  75½ 
2022 69-93 -$2,342 
2021 67-95 -$1,780 
2020 31-29 +$1,186 
2019 57-105 -$1,468 
2018 63-98 -$477 
2017 77-85 -$644 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Sandy Alcantara  5.7  8.15 2.99 
R Jesus Luzardo  2.2 10.76 3.12 
L Trevor Rogers  0.8  8.92 4.36 
R Johnny Cueto  4.4  7.57 3.30 
R Edward Cabrera  0.3  9.42 4.59 
 
Washington Nationals 59½ 
2022 55-107 -$1,558 
2021 65-97 -$2,748 
2020 26-34 -$338 
2019  93-69 +$403 
2018 82-80 -$2,489 
2017 97-65 +$573 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Stephen Strasburg 0.0 9.64 5.68 
R Josiah Gray -0.6 9.32 5.86 
L Patrick Corbin  0.8 7.55 4.84 
L MacKenzie Gore  0.8 9.26 4.11 
R Trevor Williams  0.6 8.43 3.88 
 
 
 
 
 

NL CENTRAL 
St. Louis Cardinals 88½ 
2022 93-69 +$719 
2021 90-72 +$1,509 
2020 30-28 +$132 
2019 91-71 +$868 
2018 88-74 +$309 
2017 83-79 -$874 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Jack Flaherty  0.0  8.25  4.97 
L Jordan Montgomery 2.7  7.97  3.61 
R Adam Wainwright  2.8  6.71  3.66 
R Miles Mikolas  2.8  6.81  3.87 
L Steven Matz  0.7 10.13  3.78 
 
Milwaukee Brewers 86½ 
2022 86-76 -$1,351 
2021 95-67 +$752 
2020 29-31 -$555 
2019 89-73 +$403 
2018 96-67 +$2,313 
2017 86-76  +$1,801 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Corbin Burnes  4.6 10.83 3.14 
R Brandon Woodruff 3.5 11.15 3.08 
R Freddy Peralta  2.0  9.92 3.06 
L Eric Lauer  1.1  8.91 4.50 
L Wade Miley  0.5  6.81 3.95 
 
Chicago Cubs  76½ 
2022 74-88 +$192 
2021 71-91 -$1,387 
2020 34-26 +$179 
2019 84-78 -$936 
2018 95-68 +$55 
2017 92-70 -$1,198 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Marcus Stroman  2.0 7.72 3.76 
R Jameson Taillon  2.3 7.66 3.94 
R Kyle Hendricks  0.4 7.04 4.82 
L Justin Steele  2.6 9.53 3.20 
L Drew Smyly  1.3 7.70 4.23 
 
Pittsburgh Pirates 67½ 
2022 62-100 -$1,165 
2021 61-101 -$1,216 
2020 19-41 -$1,096 
2019 69-93 -$1,153 
2018 82-79 +$480 
2017 75-87 -$830 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Roansy Contreras   0.9 8.15  4.38 
L Rich Hill    1.8 7.89  3.92 
R Mitch Keller   2.1 7.81  3.88 
R Vince Velasquez   0.4 8.24  4.25 
R JT Brubaker   1.9 9.19  3.92 
 
Cincinnati Reds  65½ 
2022 62-100 -$1,663 
2021 83-79 -$448 
2020 31-29 -$365 
2019 75-87 -$1,174 
2018 67-95  -$1,705 
2017 68-94 -$1,592 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Hunter Greene  1.6 11.75 4.37 
L Nick Lodolo  1.8 11.41 3.90 
R Graham Ashcraft  1.3  6.09 4.21 
R Luis Cessa  0.0  6.58 5.02 

R Luke Weaver    0.5  9.59 2.69 
 
 
 
 
 

NL WEST 
Los Angeles Dodgers 96½ 
2022 111-51 +$935 
2021 106-56 -$73 
2020 43-17 +$569 
2019 106-56  +$646 
2018 92-71 -$2,283 
2017 104-58 +$698 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
L Clayton Kershaw  3.8 9.76 2.57 
L Julio Urias  3.2 8.54 3.71 
R Tony Gonsolin  2.7 8.22 3.28 
R Dustin May  0.3 8.70 4.38 
R Noah Syndergaard 2.2 6.35 3.83 
 
San Diego Padres  93½ 
2022 89-73 -$170 
2021 79-83 -$2,738 
2020 37-23 +$666 
2019 70-92 -$2,079 
2018 66-96 -$1,141 
2017 71-81 +$348 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Yu Darvish  4.2  9.11 3.31 
R Joe Musgrove   3.5  9.15 3.59 
L Blake Snell  3.7 12.02 2.80 
R Michael Wacha  1.5  7.35 4.14 
R Nick Martinez       0.5  8.04 4.43 
 
San Francisco Giants 81½ 
2022 81-81 -$1,449 
2021 107-55 +$3,636 
2020 29-31 +$605 
2019 77-85 +$993 
2018 94-68 -$856 
2017 64-98 -$3,778 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Logan Webb  4.2 7.63 3.03 
R Alex Cobb  3.7 9.08 2.80 
L Sean Manaea   1.1 8.89 4.53 
R Ross Stripling  3.1 7.44 3.11 
L Alex Wood  1.7 9.02 3.76 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks 74½ 
2022 74-88 +$122 
2021 52-110 -$3,941 
2020 25-35 -$690 
2019 85-77 +$1,024 
2018 82-80 -$1,016 
2017 93-69 +$1,656 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Zac Gallen   4.3 9.39 3.05 
R Merrill Kelly   3.3 7.95 3.65 
L Madison Bumgarner 0.5 6.35 4.85 
R Zach Davies   0.5 6.83 4.83 
R Drey Jameson   0.5 8.88 3.19 
 
Colorado Rockies  65½ 
2022 68-94 +$46 
2021 74-87 +$401 
2020 26-34  -$369 
2019 71-91  -$1,122 
2018 91-72 +$1,940 
2017 87-75 +$1,244 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R German Marquez  1.4 7.43 4.71 
L Kyle Freeland  2.6 6.75 4.21 
R Jose Urena  0.8 5.85 4.65 
R Antonio Senzatela  1.4 5.26 4.05 
R Ryan Feltner  0.6 7.77 4.76 
 
 
 
 
  

Listed above are the records for each team with the profit/loss if wagering $100 on every regular season game of that season for that team. The early projected rotations 
are listed with the 2022 WAR, K/9, and FIP. Starters projected to open the season on the Injured List are not listed in these rotations. The large number next to each 
team is the future Over/Under total wins as of late March based on a 162 game schedule. These totals and the rotations are subject to change.  



AL EAST 
New York Yankees 94½ 
2022 99-63 -$64 
2021 92-70 -$184 
2020 33-27 -$729 
2019 103-59 +$1,171 
2018 100-62 -$950 
2017 91-71 -$100 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Gerrit Cole  3.3 11.53 3.47 
L Carlos Rodon  6.2 11.98 2.25 
L Nestor Cortes    3.6  9.27 3.13 
R Luis Severino   1.4  9.88 3.70 
R Domingo German  0.7  7.22 4.44 
 
Toronto Blue Jays  90½ 
2022 92-70 -$555 
2021 91-71 +$72 
2020 32-28 +$490 
2019 67-95  -$1,042 
2018 73-89 -$972 
2017 76-86 -$1,775 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Kevin Gausman  5.7 10.56 2.38 
R Alek Manoah  4.1  8.24 3.35 
R Chris Bassitt  2.7  8.27 3.66 
R Jose Berrios  1.1  7.80 4.55 
L Yusei Kikuchi -0.7 11.09 5.62 
 
Tampa Bay Rays  89½ 
2022 86-76 -$656 
2021 100-62 +$2,084 
2020 40-20 +$1,284 
2019 96-66  +$253 
2018 90-72 +$2,350 
2017 80-82 -$650 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
L Shane McClanahan 3.5 10.50 3.00 
R Tyler Glasnow   0.1 13.50 2.96 
L Jeffrey Springs      3.0  9.58 3.04 
R Drew Rasmussen   2.9  7.71 3.26 
R Zach Eflin   1.4  7.73 3.56 
 
Boston Red Sox  78½ 
2022 78-84 -$1,219 
2021 92-70 +$771 
2020 24-36 -$756 
2019 84-78 +$2,077 
2018 108-54 +$3,111 
2017 93-69 +$413 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
L Chris Sale   0.2  7.94 2.41 
R Corey Kluber   3.0  7.63 3.57 
R Nick Pivetta   1.5  8.77 4.42 
R Garrett Whitlock   1.4  9.42 3.29 
L James Paxton   0.0 13.50 2.42 
 
Baltimore Orioles  76½ 
2022 83-79 +$2,717 
2021 52-110 -$2,695 
2020 25-35 +$548 
2019 54-108 -$1,847 
2018 47-115 -$5,372 
2017 75-87 -$1,271 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Kyle Gibson   1.8 7.73 4.28 
L Cole Irvin   1.4 6.36 4.21 
R Dean Kremer   1.8        6.25 3.80 
R Grayson Rodriguez NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
R Tyler Wells   0.9 6.60 4.52 
 
 
 

AL CENTRAL 
Cleveland Guardians 86½ 
2022 92-70 +$1,805 
2021 80-82 +$98 
2020 35-25 -$201 
2019 93-69 -$412 
2018 91-71 -$2,487 
2017 102-60 +$695 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Shane Bieber  4.9 8.91 2.87 
R Triston McKenzie  3.6 8.94 3.59 
R Cal Quantrill  2.2 6.18 4.12 
R Aaron Civale  1.3 9.09 3.87  
R Zach Plesac   0.9 6.84 4.45 
 
Minnesota Twins  83½ 
2022 78-84 -$1,803 
2021  73-89 -$1,677 
2020 36-24 +$301 
2019 101-61  +$1,787 
2018 78-84 -$776 
2017 85-77 +$1,148 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Sonny Gray  2.4 8.80 3.40 
R Joe Ryan  2.1 9.24 3.99 
R Pablo Lopez  2.8 8.70 3.71 
R Tyler Mahle  2.1 9.40 3.87 
L Kenta Maeda NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
 
Chicago White Sox 83½ 
2022 81-81 -$826 
2021 93-69 -$420 
2020 35-25 +$285 
2019 72-89 +$1,049 
2018 62-100 -$1,721 
2017 67-95 +$125 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Dylan Cease  4.4 11.10 3.10 
R Lance Lynn  1.9  9.17 3.82 
R Lucas Giolito  1.8  9.85 4.06 
R Michael Kopech  1.0  7.92 4.50 
R Mike Clevinger  0.4  7.16 4.98 
 
Detroit Tigers  68½ 
2022 66-96  -$486 
2021 77-85 +$2,303 
2020 23-35 -$175 
2019 47-114  -$4,116 
2018 64-98 -$1,045 
2017 64-98 -$3,128 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
L Eduardo Rodriguez 0.6 7.12 4.43 
R Spencer Turnbull   1.5 7.92 2.95 
L Matthew Boyd  0.1 8.78 3.19 
R Matt Manning  1.0 6.86 3.78 
R Michael Lorenzen  1.0 7.83 4.31 
 
Kansas City Royals 68½ 
2022 65-97 -$1,313 
2021 74-88 -$61 
2020 26-34 +$26 
2019 59-103  -$2,202 
2018 58-104 -$2,337 
2017 80-82 +$260 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Brady Singer  2.9  8.80 3.58 
R Zack Greinke  1.9  4.80 4.03 
R Jordan Lyles  1.4  7.24 4.40 
R Brad Keller  0.7  6.57 4.50 
L Ryan Yarbrough  0.0  6.86 4.77 
 
 
 
 
 

AL WEST 
Houston Astros  97½ 
2022 106-56 +$1,362 
2021 95-67 -$101 
2020 29-31 -$1,238 
2019 107-55 +$54 
2018 103-59 -$181 
2017 101-61 +$1,172 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Framber Valdez  4.4  8.67 3.06 
R Cristian Javier  3.4 11.74 3.16 
R Lance McCullers  0.8  9.44 3.49 
R Luis Garcia  2.1  8.98 3.93 
R Jose Urquidy  1.1  7.34 4.60 
 
Seattle Mariners  87½ 
2022 90-72 +$1067 
2021 90-72 bu+$3,670 
2020 27-33 +$625 
2019 68-94 -$1,601 
2018 89-73 +1,017 
2017 78-84 -$1,137 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Luis Castillo  3.7 10.00 3.07 
L Robbie Ray  1.8 10.10 4.17 
R George Kirby  3.0  9.21 2.99 
R Logan Gilbert  3.2  8.43 3.46 
L Marco Gonzales  0.1  5.07 5.05 
 
Texas Rangers  81½ 
2022 68-94 -$1,600 
2021  60-102 -$1,686 
2020 22-38 -$888 
2019 78-84 +$831 
2018 67-95 -$1,082 
2017 78-84 -$127 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Jacob deGrom  2.2 14.27 2.13 
R Nathan Eovaldi  1.0  8.48 4.30 
L Andrew Heaney  1.1 13.62 3.75 
R Jon Gray  1.8  9.47 3.80 
L Martin Perez  3.8  3.27 3.27 
 
Los Angeles Angels 81½ 
2022 73-89 -$2,193 
2021 77-85 -$391 
2020 26-34 -$995 
2019 72-90 -$1,484 
2018 80-82 -$876 
2017 80-82 +$148 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Shohei Ohtani  5.6 11.87 2.40 
L Tyler Anderson  4.0  6.95 3.31 
L Patrick Sandoval  3.8  9.14 3.09 
L Reid Detmers  2.3  8.51 3.79 
L Jose Suarez  1.6  8.50 3.91 
 
Oakland Athletics  59½ 
2022 60-102 -$894 
2021 86-76 -$413 
2020 36-24 +$251 
2019 97-65 +$1,762 
2018 97-65 +$3,663 
2017 75-87 -$268 
  WAR  K/9  FIP 
R Paul Blackburn   0.8 7.19 4.21 
L Ken Waldichuk  0.3 8.57 4.30 
R James Kaprielian  0.3 6.58 4.63 
R Shintaro Fujinami  NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
R Drew Rucinski  NO MLB INNINGS IN 2022 
 
 
 

 

On the following page we have selected our favorite season proposition win totals bet for each division: 



 
2023 MLB Season Win Total Opinions 

 
NL EAST 

BEST BET: OVER 75½ – Miami Marlins: The Marlins picked up help on offense with the consistently underrated Jean Segura and OBP 
machine Luis Arraez. Jacob Stallings is one of the top defensive catchers in baseball and should be a great asset for a young and talented 
pitching staff in Miami. Jazz Chisolm only played in 60 games last season while Avisail Garcia and Jorge Soler also both missed significant 
time as the potential for improvement in home runs is there. Trevor Rogers had a down season last year and should be a strong bounce-back 
candidate to pair with Sandy Alcantara and Jesus Luzardo. A.J. Puk has performed well in high leverage situations to lead the bullpen as 
Miami appears to have a complete roster built for 162 games on the edge of playoff contention after landing with only 69 wins last season in 
what proved to be an incredibly tough NL East with two 101-win teams and the eventual NL Champions.   
 

NL CENTRAL 
BEST BET: OVER 86½ Wins – Milwaukee Brewers: The Brewers failed to match the success from 2021 last season, but this is a top four 
team in projected pitching WAR with a strong rotation and an elite closer in Devin Williams. Jesse Winker has been added as a primary DH to 
provide a boost in the middle of the lineup and the NL Central is likely to be the worst overall division in baseball as moving up from last 
season’s 86-win count is realistic. Milwaukee’s minor league pipeline should provide impact additions from Sal Frelick and Brice Turang while 
Rowdy Tellez and Willy Adames both should maintain last season’s solid levels. William Contreras is also an underrated pickup to provide a 
major upgrade offensively at the catcher position for the Brewers.  
BONUS PICK: OVER 65½ Wins – Cincinnati Reds: The young pitching of the Reds has a ton of potential led by Hunter Greene and Nick 
Lodolo, while the lineup anchored by Jonathan Indian and Tyler Stephenson may be better than most are projecting this season.  
 

NL WEST 
BEST BET: OVER 74½ – Arizona Diamondbacks: Christian Walker is one of the premier power hitters in the National League and the 
outfield offers an exciting trio with serious upside featuring Alex Thomas, Lourdes Gurriel, and Corbin Carrol, one of MLB’s top prospects. Ketel 
Marte is a strong bounce-back candidate after a down 2022 and Zac Gallen emerged as one of baseball’s very best starters last season even 
if he hasn’t become a household name yet. Brandon Pfaadt will also likely join the rotation by May once the service time clock changes and 
Arizona was a more competitive group than most likely remember last season, finishing 74-88 and only -38 in run differential.  
 

AL EAST 
BEST BET: OVER 78½ – Boston Red Sox: This perhaps the least optimistic Red Sox fans have been in recent years after a 78-win season 
while Xander Bogaerts fled to San Diego. Masataka Yoshida and Justin Turner are big additions in the middle of the lineup while the bullpen 
added Chris Martin and Kenley Jansen. Corey Kluber was also signed and Chris Sale should be ready to produce again as the rotation could 
be capable for Boston. Rafael Devers remains one of the most feared hitters in the American League while Adam Duvall could also be well-
suited to have success at Fenway Park. There are plenty of questions in this group but there are certainly realistic scenarios where Baltimore 
won’t match last season’s success while one of the three favorites among New York, Toronto, and Tampa Bay falls short of expectations.   
 

AL CENTRAL 
BEST BET: UNDER 83½ – Chicago White Sox: Losing Liam Hendricks and Garrett Crochet out of the bullpen could have a significant impact 
to deteriorate Chicago’s potential. Dylan Cease will have a difficult time matching last season’s amazing campaign while Lance Lynn never 
regained his past form last season. Even if those two can deliver, the rotation depth is among the weakest in the American League and the 
thinned out bullpen projects to struggle. Jose Abreu led the Chicago offense for years but now is with Houston while the lineup will rely on Elvis 
Andrus among other past-prime MLBers. Oscar Colas could be a bright spot but a return to the 2021 division title caliber team seems rather 
unlikely in what could be an improved division as a whole.  
BONUS PICK: OVER 83½ Wins – Minnesota Twins: After battling injuries Alex Kirilloff could be a breakout candidate while Byron Buxton still 
finished in the top five in AL MVP voting while playing just 130 games. Carlos Correa returning stabilizes the infield and keeps the lineup as 
potentially the best in the division. Jhaon Duran and Joe Ryan could get even better while Tyler Mahle can provide quality innings.  
 

AL WEST 
BEST BET: UNDER 87½ – Seattle Mariners: Julio Rodriguez may not have enough protection in the lineup to match his unbelievable rookie 
season while the offense is filled with high-strikeout batters notably Teoscar Hernandez and Jared Kelenic. Ty France and Eugenio Suarez 
both had huge power campaigns to end the postseason drought for Seattle but coming close to matching last season’s 90-win season looks 
like a long shot. The defending World Series champions remain formidable on top of the AL West while the Angels and Rangers had 
aggressive off-seasons and could take a bigger share of the division wins. Seattle was 90-72 but -51 in scoring last season for an obvious 
regression candidate for 2023.   
BONUS PICK: OVER 81½ Wins – Los Angeles Angels: The Angels didn’t snag any headline-making free agents, but solid depth was added 
with Hunter Renfroe, Brandon Drury, Tyler Anderson, and Carlos Estevez. Anthony Rendon may finally be fully healthy as one of many Angels 
that battled injuries. Former top 10 pick Reid Detmers is also producing a significant uptick in velocity that could lead to a breakout.  
 
 

1-800-336-3559 – www.nellysports.com 
 

Additional Postseason Predictions will be posted at www.nellysports.com before opening day March 30 
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